
Public Notification - Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act Review of Proposed 
Project located at 499/511 Broad Street, Central Falls, RI (Providence County)  

To:  All interested Agencies, Groups and Members of the General Public: 

This notice is intended to inform the general public that Rhode Island Housing and Mortgage Finance 
Corporation (“RIHousing”), the principal finance housing agency for the state, is conducting an 
Environmental Review as required by U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”) 
and 24 CFR Part 58 for the property referenced above which necessitates a Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act review in accordance with 36 CFR 800. The Project, defined below, received a 
Federal Appropriation Act 2023 - Economic Development Initiative Community Project Fund (the 
“Community Project Fund”) award.  

The proposed development, known as Broad Street Homes, is a 44-unit affordable rental development to 
be built on four proximate lots adjacent to City Hall along Broad Street in Central Falls (the “Project”). 
The Project is proposed to be developed by ONE Neighborhood Builders (“ONENB”) and is located at 
499, 511, 524 and 542 Broad Street, Central Falls, Rhode Island (Providence County). The Project will be 
comprised of two buildings: the renovation of an existing, vacant building at 499 and 511 Broad Street 
into seventeen (17) apartments and the new construction of twenty-seven (27) apartments in a 4-story 
building across the street at 524 and 542 Broad Street.  

The City-owned building at 511 Broad Street, consisting of the former Central Falls Police Station and 
Courthouse, has been determined by Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission 
(“RIHPHC”) to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  The building was 
designed by William R. Walker and Son and opened to the public in 1914.  ONENB has proposed to use 
financial resources made available through the Community Project Fund to adaptively reuse the historic 
building to create seventeen (17) one-bedroom units of affordable housing for low-income households.  
RIHPHC has determined that the proposed conversion will have adverse effects on the historic integrity 
of the courthouse features. 

RIHPHC, ONENB and RIHousing will enter into a Memorandum of Agreement outlining measures to 
minimize and mitigate these adverse effects. Public outreach is a requirement of the Section 106 review 
process as specified in 36 CFR 800.2(d). This input is essential to create a mutually agreed upon 
resolution of the necessary mitigating factors to be included and executed in a Memorandum of 
Agreement.  

A full description of the project and required documentation under § 800.11(e) can be reviewed by 
visiting our website https://www.rihousing.com/public-information/. 

Written comments may be addressed to James Comer, Deputy Executive Director of RIHousing, at 44 
Washington Street, Providence, RI 02903, by telephone (401) 457-1190, weekdays from 9A.M. to 5 P.M., 
or by email at jcomer@rihousing.com . Written comments must be received on or before April 4, 2024.  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-36/section-800.11#p-800.11(e)
https://www.rihousing.com/public-information/
mailto:jcomer@rihousing.com


Name / Location of project: 

Broad Street Homes – 499, 511, 524 and 542 Broad Street, Central Falls, Rhode Island 02863; more 
specifically, the former Central Falls Police Station & Courthouse located at 511 Broad Street, 
Central Falls, RI 02863 (Providence County) - Owner of Record: Central Falls Redevelopment 
Agency. 

Describe the undertaking and nature of federal involvement: 

Rhode Island Housing and Mortgage Finance Corporation (“RIHousing”), the principal housing 
agency for the state, is conducting a U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)-
required 24 CFR Part 58 environmental review for the property referenced above in connection with 
Community Project Fund funding/Congressionally Directed Spending Program. 

Describe the Area of Potential Effects (APE): 

Former Central Falls Police Station & Courthouse – 511 Broad Street, Central Falls, RI 02863. 
Rehabilitation for the adaptive reuse and redevelopment of the building to create seventeen (17) 
affordable housing apartments at 499/511 Broad Street.  

Describe steps taken to identify historic properties: 
1. In accordance with the Section 106 Review process, RIHousing sent a letter to the RI

Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission (“RIHPHC”), dated December 15, 2022, to
initiate the Section 106 Review process.

2. Rhode Island Historic Preservation & Heritage Commission (“RIHPHC”) sent a response
letter, dated January 11, 2023, identifying the historic property and the adverse effects. The
building is individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

Describe the historic property: 

The building at 511 Broad Street consists of the City-owned former Central Falls Police Station and 
Courthouse, which the RIHPHC has determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. The building was designed by William R. Walker and Son and opened in 1914. The second-
floor former courtroom is highly decorative and significant. This room was public facing and currently 
includes a coffered ceiling, more ornate woodwork, and wood floors. The ceiling and woodwork are 
character-defining to the building’s use as a courthouse and a municipal building.  

Describe the undertaking’s effects on historic properties: 

The developer, ONE Neighborhood Builders (“ONENB”), has proposed to use Community Project 
Fund funding to acquire and adaptively reuse the existing former Police Station and Courthouse at 511 
Broad Street to create affordable housing as part of ONENB’s larger Broad Street Homes project. There 
will be seventeen (17) one-bedroom apartments located in the building. 

Explain how this undertaking would adversely affect historic properties: 



The conversion of the Police Station and Courthouse into seventeen (17) apartment units will require 
extensive interior renovations which will adversely affect the historic Courthouse features. 

ONENB is willing to minimize the reduction of the interior character-defining features by (i) 
retaining and preserving specific historical features with the preservation of existing openings 
(including casings, doors, and transoms) in the corridors, (ii) retaining the beadboard, window casings 
and, if possible, door casings in the 2nd floor courtroom apartment unit, and (iii) retaining the window 
casings elsewhere in the building. The final mitigation strategies will be memorialized in a 
Memorandum of Agreement between RIHousing, ONENB and RIHPHC. 

Related correspondence: 

1. ONE NB letter, dated January 5, 2024, included a draft list of proposed stipulations and a
request to draft a Memorandum of Agreement.

2. RIHPHC response letter, dated January 16, 2024, following the January 11, 2024, project
site meeting with ONENB to discuss the minimization of the adverse effects following the
review of the interior & exterior rehabilitation plans, and the requirement for the
Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”) to formalize the mitigation.

3. Letter from RIHousing to the RIHPHC, dated January 25, 2024, to recognize the adverse
effects with a request for a MOA between the Responsible Entity agency, the developer
and the RI Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission that will document the
evaluation of any measures proposed to resolve the undertaking’s rehabilitation adverse
effects and preserve the building’s character-defining features.

4. City of Central Falls Planning & Economic Development Department letter, dated March
5, 2024, regarding the city planning board and public meeting support for project
development.

In consultation with the RIHPHC, RIHousing recognizes the finding of “adverse effect” for the 
undertaking’s rehabilitation for the adaptive reuse and redevelopment of the Central Falls Police 
Station & Courthouse building at 499/511 Broad Street. 

Attached is the correspondence with the consulting parties, photographs, and schematic drawings, 
that support the finding of “adverse effect” and meets the documentation requirements noted at 
§800.11 (e).

☒ Section 106 consultation correspondence

☒ Site Location Map




































