7housing

Invest. Build. Believe.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD

REGARDING RIHOUSING’S HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM
(HCVP) DRAFT ANNUAL PLAN FOR FY26

AT:

RIHousing
44 Washington St
Providence, RI 02903

In accordance with RIHousing’s agreement with the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), RIHousing will hold a public hearing and comment prior to finalizing its
FY2026 Public Housing Authority (PHA) Annual Plan effective July 1%, 2026. RIHousing’s
draft PHA Annual Plan is available on RIHousing’s website at
https://www.rihousing.com/renters/. The public comment period is 45 days from December
17", 2025, to January 31, 2026. A hearing will be held at RIHousing on Monday, February 2™
from 10am-11am to comment in person.

RIHousing will accept comments by email, mail, or by phone for a period of 45 days. Please
address all comments to:

RIHousing

Attention : Katie Michaud
44 Washington St
Providence, RI 02903

Email: hcvcomment(@rihousing.com

Phone: 401-277-1564

Please notity RIHousing if you require an accommodation to participate in this process.

44 Washington Street, Providence, RI 02903 | 401-457-1234 | www.rihousing.com
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AVISO PUBLICO
EL PLLAN ANUAIL DE RIHOUSING
POR EL PROGRAMA DE VALES PARA ELECCION DE VIVIENDA (HCVP, SIGLA EN

INGLES)
POR EL ANO FISCAL DE 2026
A:
RIHousing
44 Washington St

Providence, R1 02903

Segun el contrato entre RIHousing y el Department de Vivienda y Desarollo Urbano de E.E. UU.
(HUD, sigla en inglés), RIHousing plantea una audiencia publica y comentario publico antes de
finalizar su plan anual de agencia de vivienda puablica (PHA, sigla en inglés) comenzando el 17 de
deciembre del afio 2025. Una copia del plan esta disponible para comentar en nuestra pagina web de
RIHousing en https://www.rihousing.com/renters/. El periédo de comentario es de 45 dias, desde
el 17 de deciembre 2025 hasta el 31 de enero 2026.

Para comentar en persona, se puede presentarse en persona en la oficina de RIHousing en la
audiencia publica el lunes el 2 de febrero a las 10 de la mafana hasta las 11 horas.

También puede enviar sus comentarios por escrito, por correo electronico o teléfono a:

RIHousing

Atencién : Katherine Michaud
44 Washington St

Providence, R1 02903

Corteo electrénico: heveomment@rihousing.com-
Teléfono: 401-277-1564

Por favor notifique a RIhousing, si usted necesita una adaptacion razonable para participar en el
comentario.

44 Washington Street, Providence, RI02903 | 401-457-1234 | www.rihousing.com
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DRAFT FY2026 RIHOUSING HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM ANNUAL PLAN

. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development OMB No. 2577-0226
Is’gillslllned Annual Office of Public and Indian Housing Expires: 09/30/2027
an

(HCV Only PHAs)

Purpose. The 5-Year and Annual PHA Plans provide a ready source for interested parties to locate basic PHA policies, rules, and requirements concerning the
PHA'’s operations, programs, and services. They also inform HUD, families served by the PHA, and members of the public of the PHA’s mission, goals, and
objectives for serving the needs of low-, very low-, and extremely low- income families.

Applicability. The Form HUD-50075-HCYV is to be completed annually by HCV-Only PHAs. PHAs that meet the definition of a Standard PHA, Troubled
PHA, High Performer PHA, Small PHA, or Qualified PHA do not need to submit this form. Where applicable, separate Annual PHA Plan forms are
available for each of these types of PHAs.

Definitions.

(1) High-Performer PHA — A PHA that owns or manages more than 550 combined public housing units and housing choice vouchers (HCVs) and was designated
as a high performer on both the most recent Public Housing Assessment System (PHAS) and Section Eight Management Assessment Program (SEMAP)
assessments if administering both programs, SEMAP for PHAs that only administer tenant-based assistance and/or project-based assistance, or PHAS if only
administering public housing.

(2) Small PHA - A PHA that is not designated as PHAS or SEMAP troubled, that owns or manages less than 250 public housing units and any number of vouchers
where the total combined units exceed 550.

(3) Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Only PHA - A PHA that administers more than 550 HCVs, was not designated as troubled in its most recent SEMAP
assessment and does not own or manage public housing.

(4) Standard PHA - A PHA that owns or manages 250 or more public housing units and any number of vouchers where the total combined units exceed 550, and
that was designated as a standard performer in the most recent PHAS and SEMAP assessments.

(5) Troubled PHA - A PHA that achieves an overall PHAS or SEMAP score of less than 60 percent.

(6) OQualified PHA - A PHA with 550 or fewer public housing dwelling units and/or HCVs combined and is not PHAS or SEMAP troubled.

A. | PHA Information.

A.1 | PHA Name: RlHousing PHA Code: RI901
PHA Plan for Fiscal Year Beginning: (MM/YYYY): _7/1/2026

PHA Inventory (Based on Annual Contributions Contract (ACC) units at time of FY beginning, above)
Number of Housing Choice Vouchers (HCVs) _2010

PHA Plan Submission Type: [\2 Annual Submission [] Revised Annual Submission

Public Availability of Information. In addition to the items listed in this form, PHAs must have the elements
listed below readily available to the public. A PHA must identify the specific location(s) where the proposed PHA
Plan, PHA Plan Elements, and all information relevant to the public hearing and proposed PHA Plan are available
for inspection by the public. Additionally, the PHA must provide information on how the public may reasonably
obtain additional information of the PHA policies contained in the standard Annual Plan but excluded from their
streamlined submissions. At a minimum, PHAs must post PHA Plans, including updates, at each Asset
Management Project (AMP) and main office or central office of the PHA and should make documents available
electronically for public inspection upon request. PHAs are strongly encouraged to post complete PHA Plans on
their official websites and to provide each resident council with a copy of their PHA Plans.
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DRAFT FY2026 RIHOUSING HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM ANNUAL PLAN

] PHA Consortia: (Check box if submitting a joint Plan and complete table below)

C e PHA Program(s) in the Program(s) not in the No. of Units in Each
Participating PHAs Code Consortia Consortia Program

Lead HA:

Plan Elements.

B.1

revious

Revision of Existing PHA Plan Elements.
a) Have the following PHA Plan elements been revised by the PHA since its last Annual Plan submission?

Y N
g Statement of Housing Needs and Strategy for Addressing Housing Needs.
Deconcentration and Other Policies that Govern Eligibility, Selection, and Admissions.
Financial Resources.
Rent Determination.
Operation and Management.
Informal Review and Hearing Procedures.
Homeownership Programs.
Self Sufficiency Programs and Treatment of Income Changes Resulting from Welfare Program Requirements.

Substantial Deviation.
| | Significant Amendment/Modification.

[N T<T<T TI<I1

(b) If the PHA answered yes for any element, describe the revisions for each element(s):

Deconcentration and Other Policies that Govern Eligibility, Selection and Admissions

Waitlist

If an applicant is removed from the waitlist for failure to respond due to an extenuating circumstance and contacts the
PHA within 180 days, the PHA will consider placing the applicant back on the waitlist. Previously it stated that if the
applicant fails to respond within 180 days due to extenuating circumstances, the PHA would not consider placing the
applicant back on the waitlist.

Selection:

Preferences on the waitlist have been updated with unstable housing situation as the highest preference at 40 points and
would include those with an expiring voucher due to insufficient funding or the termination of a program. Such
programs include Emergency Housing Voucher, Foster Youth Initiative voucher, Family Unification Program voucher
and Housing Choice Voucher program. The residency preference and victims of domestic violence preference will be
second at 20 points. Homeless families and individuals and Rhode Island Residency will be the last preference at 10
points.

Significant Amendment/Modification:

Subsidy standards:

The head of household will no longer be allocated their own sleeping room or bedroom and two adults over the age of
18 will now be required to share a sleeping room regardless of relationship.

Voucher Issuance:
The policy to rescind vouchers in the event of insufficient funding was changed from vouchers for which the family has
been a participant in the program for the longest amount of time to the least amount of time.

version is obsolete Page 2 of 6 form HUD-50075-HCV (09/30/2027)
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DRAFT FY2026 RIHOUSING HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM ANNUAL PLAN

Additional criteria also included to rescind vouchers from families due to insufficient funding in this order:

1. Non-elderly, non-disabled single-member families.

2. Non-elderly, non-disabled families with no children under the age of 18.

3. Non-elderly, non-disabled families with children under the age of 18.

4. Elderly and disabled families.

5. Special purpose vouchers, including Family Unification Program, Emergency Housing Vouchers, Vouchers, Foster
Youth Initiative vouchers, Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing vouchers and Move Up/Moving On Initiative
vouchers.

Payment Standards

If the payment standard is lowered by the PHA during the term of the HAP contract, the PHA will now reduce the
payment standard rather than hold harmless. The PHA will reduce the payment standard from 120% of the Fair Market
Rent to 110% of the Fair Market Rent and will no longer use small area fair market rent.

Operation and Management

Housing Choice Voucher Inspections:

The maximum term of abatement will now be 90 days, not 60. The PHA's policy on non-life-threatening deficiencies
will not be discussed during the family briefing. The results of an alternative inspection performed under HUD
REAC/NSPIRE regulations, HOME, or LIHTC programs must be provided within 60 business days of the scheduled
annual NSPIRE-V inspection, not within 5 business days. If the results do not pass under housing quality standards, the
PHA will conduct the inspection on the annual date rather than within 10 business days. Reinspections will typically be
conducted by self-certification rather than remote video inspections. Non-life-threatening deficiencies may be subject
to reinspection, or the PHA may accept self-certification depending on the nature of the deficiency. This will be
determined by the inspector.

[All annual inspections will be conducted within 24 months after the initial inspection. Special Programs will be
conducted on a biannual basis, not an annual basis. Units will no longer be inspected on an annual basis when the unit
fails the first inspection, when there are life threatening deficiencies found in a unit, or when there are one or more
substantiated complaints. Nor will a special inspection be used as an annual inspection if requested within 12 months of
an inspection. Notice of 24 hour life threatening deficiencies will be sent via mail in addition to email. The owner now
must provide documentation within 72 hours of correcting the deficiency. The PHA will now accept self-certifications
for non-life-threatening deficiencies, in addition to life-threatening deficiencies. The PHA may grant extensions for the
owner to correct deficiencies under extenuating circumstances

The PHA will require a valid Certificate of Lead Conformance at the initial inspection and annual inspection for units
built before 1978 per Rhode Island state law. The PHA will require the owner to schedule a lead inspection within 30
calendar days of submission of the Request for Tenancy Approval for units built before 1978 without a valid Certificate
of Lead Conformance. If the inspection is scheduled after 30 calendar days, the owner will be required to submit an
updated Request for Tenancy Approval. If the lead inspection fails, the owner is required to provide confirmation of the
reinspection date to the PHA within 24 hours of receipt. The Certificate of Lead Conformance must be provided within
45 calendar days of the notice of the failed inspection. If the unit fails the lead reinspection, the family must submit a
new Request for Tenancy Approval for a new unit. The owner must provide an updated Certificate of Lead
(Conformance within 90 days after expiration. The HAP contract will be terminated with 30 days' notice if not provided
within that timeframe.

Project Based Voucher Inspections

The PHA will require a valid Certificate of Lead Conformance for buildings built before 1978. The PHA will require
the owner to schedule a lead inspection within 30 calendar days of submission of the Request for Tenancy Approval for
units built before 1978 without a valid Certificate of Lead Conformance. If the inspection is scheduled after 30 calendar
days, the owner will be required to submit an updated Request for Tenancy Approval.

[f the unit fails the initial inspection, the family may choose to decline the unit and remain on the waitlist for the next
available unit at the property. The family will no longer be offered a tenant-based voucher.

The PHA will no longer inspect all units but only 20 percent of the contract units on a biannual basis. The PHA will not
inspect on an annual basis if the last unit inspection failed and was placed under abatement. The results of an
alternative inspection performed under HUD REAC/NSPIRE regulations, HOME, or LIHTC programs must be
provided within 60 business days of the scheduled annual NSPIRE-V inspection, not within 5 business days. If the
results do not pass under housing quality standards, the PHA will conduct the inspection on the annual date rather than
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DRAFT FY2026 RIHOUSING HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM ANNUAL PLAN

within 10 business days. Notice of 24-hour life-threatening deficiencies will be sent via mail in addition to email.

The owner now must provide documentation within 72 hours of correcting the deficiency. The PHA will abate
Housing Assistance payments for up to 90 days, as opposed to 60 days. HAP will be reinstated based on when the unit
passes inspection. The PHA will abate all other units under contract at the development if one unit falls under
abatement The PHA will accept self-certification for life-threatening and non-life-threatening deficiencies, depending
on the deficiency, and it will be up to the discretion of the inspector. The PHA will not withhold HAP payments for
failed inspections. HAP abatements for life-threatening deficiencies will be effective immediately following 24 hours if
documentation is not submitted to demonstrate that the deficiencies were corrected.

If a family can no longer reside in the unit due to owner's non compliance with Housing Quality Standards, the PHA
will first offer the family another available project-based unit of comparable bedroom size at the property, then another
available project-based unit of comparable bedroom size at another property, and lastly a tenant-based voucher.

Units will be removed from the HAP contract for being vacant for more than 120 days, effective the 1st day of the
following month after the 120th day of vacancy.

Conducting Annual Reexaminations

The PHA will now ask at every annual reexamination whether the head of household or a household member is subject
to a lifetime sex offender registration in any state or has been convicted of a felony. The PHA may also use discretion to
verify criminal conviction information through nonfederal sources (sources other than law enforcement).

Repayments

If repayments exceed $4000, the family must repay the debt within 48 months. Repayments between $5000 and $9999
must be repaid within 60 months. If repayments exceed a total of $10,000, the household is subject to termination. If
the family already has an existing payment agreement and needs to repay another debt to the PHA, they must first cure
the first repayment agreement before entering a new one.

Previous version is obsolete Page 4 of 6 form HUD-50075-HCV (09/30/2027)
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B.2 | New Activities.

(a) Does the PHA intend to undertake any new activities related to the following in the PHA’s applicable Fiscal
Year?

Y N
| Project-Based Vouchers

(b) If Project-Based Voucher (PBV) activities are planned for the applicable Fiscal Year, provide the projected
number of PBV units and general locations, and describe how project-basing would be consistent with the PHA Plan.

B.3 | Progress Report.

Provide a description of the PHA’s progress in meeting its Mission and Goals described in its 5-Year PHA Plan.

RIHousing hosted the first combined graduation for the Family Self Sufficiency participants with Providence Housing
Authority and also began working with them to identify alternative housing options for the Emergency Housing Voucher
program.

RIHousing leased all 25 Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) vouchers, leased 27 out of 28 Family Unification
Vouchers and expressed interest in applying for additional VASH vouchers.

RIHousing hosted the landlord event for 35 existing landlords, of which 35 attended. The event educated landlords on
the National Inspection of Real Estate for the Housing Choice Voucher program (NSPIRE -V).

Previous version is obsolete Page 50f6 form HUD-50075-HCV (09/30/2027)
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B4

Capital Improvements. — Not Applicable

B.S

Most Recent Fiscal Year Audit.

(a) Were there any findings in the most recent FY Audit?

Y N NA

MO

(b) If yes, please describe:

Previous version is obsolete
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