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The following guidance is related to the definition section of the development regulations. The current definition in the local regulation must be amended or deleted and replaced with those provided below. The language in red is directly from 2023 state law updates, language in blue is directly from 2024 state law updates. Text in red or blue must be inserted into the Regulations as written. The text in black is optional or suggested text.
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
REPLACE WITH:
Administrative officer. The municipal official(s) designated by the local regulations to administer the land development and subdivision regulations and to review and approve qualified applications and/or coordinate with local boards and commissions, municipal staff and state agencies as set forth herein. The administrative officer may be a member of, or the chair, of the planning board, an employee of the municipal planning or zoning departments, or an appointed official of the municipality (see § 45-23-55).
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SUBDIVISION
REPLACE WITH: 
Administrative subdivision. Subdivision of existing lots which yields no additional lots for development and involves no creation or extension of streets. This subdivision only involves division, mergers, mergers and division, or adjustments of boundaries of existing lots. 
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF BOARD OF APPEAL 
REPLACE WITH: 
Board of appeal. The local review authority for appeals of actions of the administrative officer, which shall be the local zoning board of review constituted as the board of appeal (see § 45-23-57).
[bookmark: _Hlk143013893]DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETENESS 
REPLACE WITH:
Certificate of completeness. A notice issued by the administrative officer informing an applicant that the application is complete and meets the requirements of the municipality’s regulations, and that the applicant may proceed with the review process.
DELETE THE CURRENT DEFINITION OF DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW
ADD OR REPLACE WITH:
Development plan review[footnoteRef:1]. Design or site plan review of a development of a permitted use. The [city/town] utilizes development plan review under limited circumstances to encourage development to comply with design and/or performance standards of the community under specific and objective guidelines, for the following categories of developments including, but not limited to:   [1:  RIGL §45-23-32(10) defines development plan review as provided here. Development plan review is optional, but if provided in a municipality’s regulations, this language must be inserted.  Municipalities are no longer able to add additional types of development applications for review and approval through the development plan review process other than what is listed as eligible. The categories of types of development shown in black text are repeated categories for development in minor land development. Municipalities must decide if they want these types of applications to be reviewed under DPR or Minor Land Development but cannot be listed under both definitions.] 

(i) A change in use at the property where no extensive construction of improvements is sought;  
(ii) An adaptive reuse project located in a commercial zone where no extensive exterior construction of improvements is sought; 
(iii) An adaptive reuse project located in a residential zone which results in less than nine (9) residential units;  
(iv) Development in a designated urban or growth center; or
(v) Institutional development design review for educational or hospital facilities.  
(vi) Development in a historic district.
DELETE THE CURRENT DEFINITION OF FINAL PLAN
ADD OR REPLACE WITH
Final plan. The final stage of land development and subdivision review or a formal development plan review application. See § 45-23-43 §§ 45-23-38, 45-23-39 and 45-23-50.
[bookmark: _Hlk143013712]INSERT THE NEW DEFINITION FOR LAND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:
Land-development project. A project in which one or more lots, tracts, or parcels of land or a portion thereof are developed or redeveloped as a coordinated site for one or more uses, units, or structures, including but not limited to, planned development or cluster development for residential commercial, institutional, recreational, open space, or mixed uses. 
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF MAJOR LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN
REPLACE WITH:
Major land development project. A land development project which exceeds the thresholds for a minor land development project as set forth in this section and [INSERT LOCAL SECTION REFERENCE]. 
DELETE THE CURRENT DEFINITION OF MAJOR SUBDIVISION
REPLACE WITH:
Major subdivision. A subdivision creating ten (10) or more buildable lots.
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF MASTER PLAN 
REPLACE WITH:
Master plan. An overall plan for a proposed project site outlining general, rather than detailed, development intentions. It describes the basic parameters of a major development proposal, rather than giving full engineering details. Required in major land development or major subdivision review only. It is the first formal review step of the major land development or major subdivision process and the step in the process in which the public hearing is held (see §45-23-39).
DELETE THE CURRENT DEFINITION OF MINOR LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN
REPLACE WITH:
Minor land development project.[footnoteRef:2] A land development project involving any one of the following:[footnoteRef:3] [2:  A municipality can decrease, but not increase, the thresholds for minor land development projects per RIGL § 45-23-32(20).]  [3:  RIGL § 45-23-32(19)(i) states that the categories listed can include any that have “not otherwise been specifically designated by local ordinance as development plan review.” Any categories of DPR and minor land development that overlap (which have been presented in black text in each definition) should not appear in the local regulations under both definitions. Consider whether “development in a designated urban or growth center” under development plan review may conflict with the categories of development outlined under minor land development.] 

· Seven thousand five hundred (7,500) gross square feet of floor area of new commercial, manufacturing or industrial development; or less, or
· An expansion of up to fifty percent (50%) of existing floor area or up to ten thousand (10,000) square feet for commercial, manufacturing, or industrial structures; or
· Mixed-use development consisting of up to six (6) dwelling units and two thousand five hundred (2,500) gross square feet of commercial space or less.
· Multi-family residential or residential condominium development of nine (9) units or less.
· Change in use at the property where no extensive construction of improvements are sought.
· An adaptive reuse project of up to twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet of gross floor area located in a commercial zone where no extensive exterior construction of improvements is sought.
· An adaptive reuse project located in a residential zone which results in less than nine (9) residential units.
DELETE THE CURRENT DEFINITION OF MINOR SUBDIVISION
REPLACE WITH:
Minor subdivision. A subdivision of land creating nine (9) or fewer buildable lots.
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF PERMITTING AUTHORITY 
REPLACE WITH:
Permitting authority. The local agency of government, meaning any board, commission or administrative officer specifically empowered by state enabling law and local regulation or ordinance to hear and decide on specific matters pertaining to local land use.
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF PRELIMINARY PLAN
REPLACE WITH:
Preliminary plan. A required stage of land development and subdivision which generally requires engineered drawings.
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  The public informational meeting format no longer exists in the enabling legislation. It has been replaced by a required public hearing at the master plan stage of review.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk145510162]No replacement language
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF RE SUBDIVISION[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  The term re subdivision was struck from the enabling legislation] 

No replacement language
[bookmark: _Hlk143016516]DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF SUBDIVISION 
REPLACE WITH:
Subdivision. The division of a lot, tract or parcel of land into two or more lots, tracts, or parcels or any adjustment to existing lot lines is considered a subdivision. 
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF MINOR SUBDIVISION 
REPLACE WITH:
Minor subdivision. A subdivision creating nine (9) or fewer buildable lots. 
DELETE CURRENT DEFINITION OF MAJOR SUBDIVISION 
REPLACE WITH:
Major subdivision. A subdivision creating ten (10) or more buildable lots. 
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Municipal Technical Assistance Program:




