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• Under Rhode Island’s Low and Moderate Income Housing Act, 
municipalities are incentivized to achieve the goal of having 
10% of their year-round housing qualify as low- or moderate-
income housing (LMIH) 

• Generally housing must meet the following criteria to count as 
LMIH:
 Production or rehabilitation subsidized by a federal, state or   

municipal government

 Income restricted to 80% AMI for renters or 120% AMI for 
homeowners

 Deed restricted for at least 30 years

Background



• Legislation passed in recent years has expanded that definition 
to count additional units in certain situations:

 Both deed restricted and market rate units in certain multi-family rental 
developments built under a comprehensive permit

 Certain mobile and manufactured homes

 Certain federal rental assistance vouchers

 For New Shoreham, homeownership units up to 140% of Area Median 
Income in certain situations

Background (cont.)



• Passed in 2022: § 45-53-3.1

• Multi-family rental units built under a comprehensive permit 
after June 30, 2022, may be calculated towards meeting the 
requirements of a municipality’s low- or moderate-income 
housing inventory if: 

 At least thirty percent (30%) of the units created are deed restricted for 
households earning not more than sixty percent (60%) of the Area
Median Income, adjusted for household size; or

 At least fifty percent (50%) of the units created are deed restricted for 
households earning not more than eighty percent (80%) of the AMI, 
adjusted for household size; and

 The proposed affordable units meet all other requirements to be 
calculated as low- or moderate-income housing

Multi-Family Comprehensive Permit 
Developments

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE45/45-53/45-53-3.1.htm


 All non-deed restricted units developed under the same 
comprehensive permit count as one-half (0.5) units each

 “Multi-family housing’’ is defined as a building with 3 or more residential  
dwelling units or 2 or more buildings on the same lot with more than  
one residential dwelling unit in each building

Multi-Family Comprehensive Permit 
Developments (cont.)



• Passed in 2024: § 42-128-8.1. and § 45-53-3.

• Mobile and manufactured homes may be calculated towards 
meeting the requirements of a municipality’s low- or 
moderate-income housing inventory if such home:

 Is the primary residence of the occupant/s; and 

 Is located within a community owned by the residents or the land 
containing the home is owned by the occupant or occupants; and 

 Was constructed after June 15, 1976 and complies with the 
Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards of HUD

Mobile and Manufactured Homes

https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE42/42-128/42-128-8.1.htm
https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE45/45-53/45-53-3.htm


 Mobile and manufactured homes meeting this criteria count as  
one-half (0.5) units each

 Municipalities must contract with a monitoring agent to verify that the  
requirements are met 

 The monitoring agent shall provide RIHousing with a list of all eligible 
units 

Mobile and Manufactured Homes (cont.)



• Passed in 2024: § 45-53-3.

• Rental property located within a municipality that is secured with a federal 
government rental assistance voucher that does not otherwise meet the 
other requirements to qualify as low- or moderate-income housing shall be 
counted as one whole unit toward the municipality’s requirement for low-
or moderate-income housing, as long as a municipality confirms with the 
issuing authority that the voucher is in good standing and active

• RIHousing has worked with Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) 
and other federal rental assistance administrators to develop
a methodology for accurately capturing voucher data

Federal Rental Assistance Vouchers

https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE45/45-53/45-53-3.htm


• Pull data on December 31, 2024 and annually thereafter

• Only vouchers with a signed lease agreement that are 
occupied by a voucher recipient on 12/31/24 should be 
counted

• Eligible vouchers:
oHousing Choice Voucher Program tenant (HCVP)
oProject based vouchers (HCVP-PB)
oVeterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) vouchers
oFamily Unification Program (FUP) vouchers
oFoster Youth Initiative (FYI) vouchers
oContinuum of Care Permanent Supportive and Rapid Rehousing 

vouchers
oEmergency Solutions Grants

Federal Rental Assistance Vouchers (cont.)



• RIHousing has provided voucher administrators with a 
template form to report eligible vouchers 

• Voucher administrators must cross-check voucher addresses 
against the addresses of existing LMIH units to ensure there is 
no duplication

• RIHousing will conduct the address cross-check upon request

Federal Rental Assistance Vouchers (cont.)



• Passed in 2022: § 42-128-8.1

• Allows New Shoreham to count units deed restricted up to 
140% AMI toward it’s affordable housing goal after it has 
achieved at least 10% of housing affordable at no more than 
120% AMI

New Shoreham

https://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE42/42-128/42-128-8.1.htm


• RIHousing completes draft 2024 LMIH chart
 Includes RIHousing financed developments that received Certificates of 

Occupancy (COs) in 2024

 Units entered into our online portal by monitoring agents during 2024 

• Draft statewide chart and individual municipal charts will be 
posted on RIHousing’s website.

• Municipalities, monitoring agents, PHAs and other voucher 
administrators will have 30 days to submit additions or 
corrections, including for the new categories of eligible units

Process for Reporting LMIH Units

https://www.rihousing.com/monitoring-agents/


Questions?



Contact Information

Amy Rainone
Director, Government Relations and Policy
401-457-1256
arainone@rihousing.com

mailto:arainone@rihousing.com
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