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Request for Action 
By 

Board of Commissioners 

Approval of Contractor Training Grant Program  

I. SUMMARY OF ISSUES 
 
This Request for Action is for approval to use Fiscal Year 2025 Community Housing and 
Development Program funds in an amount not to exceed $200,000 to support a grant fund 
that will provide financial assistance for trainings and/or training tools for contractors and 
construction workers, increasing their capacity to successfully work on residential construction 
projects in Rhode Island.   

 
II. DISCUSSION 

The intention of this funding is to create a grant program to support training opportunities 
for Rhode Island-based contractors, with the overall goal of increasing capacity for smaller 
contractors and growing the pool of contractors qualified to perform work with RIHousing. 
Contractors will identify training opportunities that meet their needs and apply to RIHousing 
for funds to defray the cost. The goal of this program is to provide contractors with the 
opportunity to increase their skills and knowledge to own, grow, and/or run their businesses. 
RIHousing will provide grants up to $20,000 for training and/or related resources.   

RIHousing anticipates training may support a variety of topics, including but not limited to 
construction trades such as carpentry, plumbing, HVAC, and masonry; and business capacity 
building training on topics such as increasing bonding support, finding appropriate insurance 
coverage, financial/accounting, project management, hiring/managing employees, and 
compliance requirements with state or federal funding. Additionally, this funding will provide 
small grants for contractors to purchase training materials, tools, software, licenses, or similar 
items. 

An internal committee consisting of staff from the Development and Executive divisions will 
review applications for assistance on a rolling basis and provide grants first-come-first-served 
until all funds have been expended.  

 
III. RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends approval of the attached resolution approving the use of Fiscal Year 2025 
Community Housing and Development Program funds to create a Contractor Training Grant 
Program in an amount not to exceed $200,000 to support contractors seeking training and/or 
tools to build and/or expand trade skills, business capacity, and business processes.  

 
IV. ATTACHMENTS 
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A. Resolution 
B. Program Details 
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Attachment A 

Resolution of the 
Board of Commissioners of 

Rhode Island Housing and Mortgage Finance Corporation 

WHEREAS:   Rhode Island Housing and Mortgage Finance Corporation 
(“RIHousing”) is authorized pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws § 
42-55-6(8) to “make and participate in the making of grants to assist in 
the construction, rehabilitation, or operation of residential housing”; 

WHEREAS:   RIHousing has established the Community Housing and Development 
Program to support activities and efforts that will benefit recipients of 
RIHousing programs and/or the wider Rhode Island community that 
works to meet the needs of low and moderate-income residents; and 

WHEREAS:  RIHousing has allocated sufficient funds in the program budget for 
fiscal year 2025 to support Community Housing and Development 
Program activities; and 

WHEREAS:  Staff recommends the use of a portion of said allocation up to a total 
amount of $200,000 to support efforts that will expand the capacity of 
contractors in Rhode Island to work on residential projects.  

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY: 

 
RESOLVED:   that RIHousing be and hereby is authorized to create a Contractor 

Training Grant Program (the “Program”) to support qualified 
contractors in accessing training to build and/or expand trades skills, 
business capacity, and tools to support business processes, in keeping 
with program terms set forth in Attachment B. 

RESOLVED:  that all Program grants shall be funded out of the FY 2025 budget up to 
a maximum total of $200,000.  

RESOLVED: that the Executive Director and Deputy Executive Director, each acting 
singly, be and hereby are authorized to advertise the Program to 
prospective applicants and make awards consistent with the Program 
terms at Attachment B hereto. 

 
RESOLVED:  that the Executive Director and Deputy Executive Director, each acting 

singly, be and hereby are authorized, empowered, and directed to take 
any and all actions as each, in his/her sole discretion, shall deem 
necessary or advisable to carry out the foregoing resolutions, including 
without limitation negotiating the final conditions of awards and executing 
all related contracts, agreements, instruments, and documents.  
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Attachment B 
 

Contractor Training Grant Program 
 

 
1. Program Overview The Contractor Training Grant program will 

provide funding to help qualified contractors 
pay for training and/or resources necessary to 
increase their skills and grow their businesses. 

2. Eligible Applicants Rhode Island-based contractors who desire to 
increase their and/or their staff’s capacity to 
work on residential construction projects within 
Rhode Island. Applicants will be required to 
submit documentation from the R.I. 
Contractor’s Registration and Licensing Board 
in order to demonstrate a Rhode Island nexus. 

3. Program Goal The goal of the grant program is to increase 
capacity for contractors qualified to perform 
work with RIHousing by providing funding for 
training opportunities and/or resources. 

4. Maximum amount per award Successful applicants will be awarded up to 
$20,000 in funding to be used as payment 
towards eligible training activities and/or 
resources. Applicants will be permitted to apply 
for funding to be used towards the cost of one 
(1) training event and one (1) resource (software, 
materials, etc.). Subsequent awards of grantees, 
who have already received a Contractor Training 
Grant award, will be dependent upon the 
availability of remaining program funds.  All 
requests will be subject to an assessment of cost 
reasonableness. Awards will be disbursed via 
direct payment to the vendor/training provider. 
In the event this is not feasible, alternative 
payment arrangements may be made, subject to 
written authorization from RIHousing.  

5. Eligible Uses Training and/or training materials, tools, 
software, licenses, or similar items. Training 
topics may include enriching skills associated 
with the construction trades, such as carpentry, 
plumbing, HVAC, and masonry. Eligible 
activities also include training to increase 
business capacity—topics such as increasing 
bonding support, funding insurance, 
financial/accounting, project management, 
preparing contractors, hiring/managing 
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employees, and compliance requirements with 
state or federal funding. 

6. Selection of grantees A selection committee comprised of RIHousing 
staff will meet on a monthly basis to review 
applications on a rolling basis until all funds are 
disbursed. Awards will be granted on a first 
come first served basis. Awards and amounts of 
awards will be determined after consideration of 
cost reasonableness. 

7. Program Terms Funds will be disbursed as a grant. Grantees will 
be required to verify attendance at training 
events covered under the award as well as/or 
purchase of resources or materials. Further, 
grantees will be required to participate in a 
discussion with RIHousing staff after 
completion of training and/or acquisition of 
resources to discuss the efficacy of the grant. 
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