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Attached Single-Family Dwelling Units	 
[bookmark: _Hlk221531460]The language in red is a change and must be revised in the zoning ordinance.  Red underlining represents text for insertion and red strikethrough represents text for deletion.
Blue text represents recommended language for clarification or best practices.
[Bracketed text] represents text where a municipality has an option or where terminology might be slightly different from place to place (such as planning board or planning commission). 

UNDER DEFINITION SECTION, ADD:
Attached single-family dwelling. A dwelling unit constructed side by side or horizontally and separated by a party wall and lot line.
Party wall. A wall shared in common by two (2) adjoining principal buildings or dwelling units, located on or along a lot line, that separates the buildings or units and is jointly used by both. A party wall shall not include garages, breezeways, decks, porches, or other accessory or unenclosed structures.
UNDER PERMITTED USES SECTION, ADD:
A. Attached Single-Family Dwelling Units. 
1. Permitted Use. Attached single-family dwelling units are allowed in all residential zoning districts which allow for the construction of two (2) or more units. 
2. Eligibility.  The units shall have access to public water and sewer, or have adequate access to private water and/or wastewater systems approved by the relevant state agency
3. Dimensional requirements. 
i. The number of attached single-family units permitted shall be the same as the corresponding residential density for the property and zoning district as represented through the submission of a yield plan.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  If a yield plan is required to vet the site’s density, it is recommended that the regulations include a definition for a yield plan, as well as requirements for submission and inclusion on the associated checklist for development.] 

ii. Attached single-family dwellings shall be subject to the dimensional requirements for the district in which the lot is located[footnoteRef:2] except for  [2:  Other dimensional requirements of the base zoning district shall apply to the outside perimeter property lines of the end-units of the development, however, there shall not be increased dimensional requirements solely applicable to attached single-family structures and not applicable to other residential structures containing the same density in the same zoning district] 

iii. setbacks along common parcel boundaries where a zero setback is permitted to accommodate a party wall, provided that, the unit(s) comply with requirements for building and fire codes; and 
iv. The dwelling unit’s floor area ratio may not be less than one; [footnoteRef:3] [3:  The law prohibits municipalities from imposing standards that restrict an attached dwelling unit to less than three (3) stories, the floor area ratio to less than one, limits the number of bedrooms to less than three (3), or require more than one off-street parking space for up to two (2) bedrooms and two (2) parking spaces for up to three (3) bedrooms. If the zoning district dimensional requirements are in conflict with any of these regulatory prohibitions, zoning ordinance language will need to be added in this section to reflect those exemptions from the standards for attached single-family units.] 

v. No more than three (3) bedrooms in attached single-family dwelling unit shall be permitted.
vi. One parking space is required for up to two (2) bedrooms; parking requirements in [INSERT Section of ZO containing parking space requirements] shall be provided for units with three (3) bedrooms or more.  
B. Use Standards. 
1. Attached single-family dwelling units shall comply with all State of Rhode Island Building and Fire Code requirements.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  It is not typically necessary to insert this standard requirement into the local code but because the use of a party wall triggers additional fire code requirements a reference to code requirements is specifically appropriate here.] 

C. Procedural requirements.
1. Applications for attached single-family dwellings shall follow the procedures for subdivision and land development as established in the [INSERT REFERENCE TO SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS].
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