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Description automatically generated]Zoning Ordinance		02/09/2026
H 5795 A, S 1084		
Reliance on Zoning Determinations 		
[bookmark: _Hlk221531460]The language in red is a change and must be revised in the zoning ordinance.  Red underlining represents text for insertion and red strikethrough represents text for deletion.
Blue text represents recommended language for clarification or best practices.
[Bracketed text] represents text where a municipality has an option or where terminology might be slightly different from place to place (such as planning board or planning commission). 

The language below in red is directly from state law and must be inserted into the local zoning ordinance. Language in black is existing language in the administration and enforcement provision of the zoning ordinance,[footnoteRef:1] and bracketed text is meant to guide the municipality as to the appropriate party to be inserted.   [1:  This provision is generally found in Administration and Enforcement; locate the section that discusses the official responsible for interpreting and enforcing the zoning ordinance.    ] 

A. Administration and Enforcement of Zoning Ordinance.  The [official or agency charged with administration and enforcement of the zoning ordinance] is charged with:   
1. The issuing of any required permits or certificates; 
2. Collection of required fees; 
3. Keeping of records showing the compliance of use of land; 
4. Authorizing commencement of uses or development under the provisions of the zoning ordinance; 
5. Inspection of suspected violations;
6. Issuance of violation notices with required correction action;
7. Collection of fines for violations; and 
8. Upon written request, issue a zoning certificate or provide information to the requesting party as to the determination by the [official or agency].  A zoning certificate shall be issued within twenty (20) days of the written request. In the event that no written response is provided within that time, the requesting party has the right to appeal to the zoning board of review for the determination pursuant to R.I.G.L. § 45-24-63.  The requesting party has the right to appeal the determination made in the zoning certificate pursuant to R.I.G.L. § 45-24-63. 
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Municipal Technical Assistance Program:




