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GUIDANCE DOCUMENT/TEMPLATE
The Zoning Ordinance is required to address certain general provisions in RIGL § 45-24-33, which were amended to recognize that density and alternatives to single-family detached housing types shall be provided in areas included within the Urban Services Boundary[footnoteRef:1] that have access to available public sewer and water capacity.  The enabling legislation is not specific as to how this is to be achieved and there are a variety of options available to municipalities. This template provides for the adoption an overlay district to provide for more intensive housing uses and relaxed dimensional requirement to address this general provision.   [1:  The statute references the Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program’s Future Land Use Map tool and the Rhode Island Geographic Information System (RIGIS) as the source for this information. It is understood that this data set is not precise in its identified location and that it is a line that is buffered by up to 1,000 feet in some locations and that municipalities will need to accont for this issue. It is recommended to discuss this with the local solicitor(s).  See the following link for additional information on the creation of the State’s Future Land Use Map here https://planning.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur826/files/documents/121/D.pdf.] 

The specific language (shown in blue text) that was added to the statute is as follows:
 45-24-33. Standard provisions.
 (a) A zoning ordinance shall address each of the purposes stated in § 45-24-30 and shall address, through reasonable objective standards and criteria, the following general provisions which are numbered for reference purposes only except as prohibited by § 45-24-30(b), § 45-24-6 30(c), or § 45-24-30(d):
(25)[footnoteRef:2] Providing for residential use options that are not limited to single family detached structures, in areas which have available public water and sewer capacity in municipalities in which at least part of the area is located within the urban services boundary which is identified on Rhode Island statewide planning program's future land use map tools and on the Rhode Island geographic information system. [2:  H 5796 amends § 45-24-33 to add the clause indicated above and identifies that added text as a new subsection (25). Another bill (H 5800 - Village Mixed-Use) also amends § 45-24-33 and adds the language for that bill and identifies the added text as a new subsection (25). H 5798 also amends § 45-24-33, adding another new subsection (25) to describe attached single-family housing. Obviously, there cannot be three subsections identified as (25). The codified language available identifies Village Mixed-Use as subsection (25), attached single-family housing as subsection (26), and the Urban Services Boundary as subsection (27). This is important to note if you are using bill text and codified language so the discrepancy in numbering can be understood.] 

For example, a zoning ordinance may be amended as follows:
A. Urban Services Boundary Overlay District.
1. Establishment; applicability.  The Urban Services Boundary Overlay District is hereby established and encompasses properties located within the Urban Services Boundary as identified on Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program’s Future Land Use Map tools and on the Rhode Island Geographic Information System.  
B. Notwithstanding the underlying zoning district requirements, when public water and sewer capacity is available for a proposed residential development project, the following shall apply:
1. Permitted uses.  [Two-family and multi-family][footnoteRef:3] uses are permitted by [special use permit][footnoteRef:4] upon compliance with the following specific and objective criteria: [3:  The statute requires that there are residential options that are not limited to single-family detached structures. Municipalities can determine which (and how many) options other than single-family detached structures are appropriate within the municipality and only include those. This example uses two-family and multi-family, but those are not required, specifically, to be permitted.]  [4:  The statute does not specify the use of a special use permit. This is for example purposes only. The municipality can use any combination of permitted by right or permitted by special use permit (with the required specific and objective criteria) for residential housing types in addition to detached single-family homes.] 

i. Density: Residential density is limited to [INSERT NUMBER] of dwelling units per acre excluding area dedicated exclusively to non-residential development, including parking areas.  Mixed use structures that include dwelling units may be included in lot area calculation for residential development.  At least [INSERT NUMBER] percent (    %) of the residential dwelling units must be low- and moderate-income housing.  
ii. Height:  Residential height is limited to [INSERT NUMBER] feet.
iii. Parking: [INSERT NUMBER] spaces shall be provided for dwelling units not exceeding two bedrooms. Otherwise, parking shall conform to requirements set forth in [insert section of zoning ordinance for parking].  
iv. Reduction of other dimensional requirements.  Setbacks, lot and building coverage are limited to reductions of [INSERT NUMBER] percent (    %).   
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Municipal Technical Assistance Program:




