

[image: Logo, company name

Description automatically generated]Subdivision Regulations 	02/09/26
H 5794B, S 1086 Aaa 
Legal Documents and State Approvals		

[bookmark: _Hlk221531460]The language in red is a change and must be revised in the zoning ordinance.  Red underlining represents text for insertion and red strikethrough represents text for deletion.
Blue text represents recommended language for clarification or best practices.
[Bracketed text] represents text where a municipality has an option or where terminology might be slightly different from place to place (such as planning board or planning commission). 

A. Major land development and major subdivision review.
1. Preliminary plan review.
i. Submission requirements.
a. The applicant shall first submit to the administrative officer the items required by the checklist for preliminary plans [INSERT CHECKLIST NUMBER OR NAME].
b. Requirements for the preliminary plan and supporting materials for this phase of the review include, but are not limited to: engineering plans depicting the existing site conditions, engineering plans depicting the proposed development project, and a perimeter survey, as included on the checklist.
c. At the preliminary plan review phase, the administrative officer shall solicit final, written comments and/or approvals of the department of public works, the [CITY/TOWN] engineer, the [CITY/TOWN] solicitor, other local government departments, commissions, or authorities as appropriate.
d. Prior to approval of the preliminary plan, copies of all legal documents describing the property, proposed easements, and rights-of-way.
e. Prior to approval of the preliminary plan, an applicant must submit all permits required by state or federal agencies, including permits related to freshwater wetlands, the coastal zone, floodplains, preliminary suitability for individual septic disposal systems, public water systems, and connections to state roads. For a state permit from the Rhode Island department of transportation, a letter evidencing the issuance of such a permit upon the submission of a bond and insurance is sufficient, but such actual permit shall be required prior to the issuance of a building permit.
d. If the applicant is requesting alteration of any variances and/or special-use permits granted by the [planning board] at the master plan stage of review pursuant to adopted unified development review provisions, and/or any new variances and/or special-use permits, such requests and all supporting documentation shall be included as part of the preliminary plan application materials, pursuant to [INSERT SECTION; see § 45-23-50.1].
B. Final plan.
1. Submission requirements.
i. The applicant shall submit to the administrative officer the items required by the checklist for the final plan, as well as all material required by the planning board when the application was given preliminary approval.
ii. Arrangements for completion of the required public improvements, including construction schedule and/or financial guarantees.
iii. Certification by the tax collector that all property taxes are current.
iv. For phased projects, the final plan for phases following the first phase, shall be accompanied by copies of as-built drawings not previously submitted of all existing public improvements for prior phases.
v. Prior to approval of the final plan, copies of all legal documents describing the property, proposed easements, and rights-of-way.
vi. Prior to approval of the final plan, an applicant must submit all permits required by state or federal agencies, including permits related to freshwater wetlands, the coastal zone, floodplains, preliminary suitability for individual septic disposal systems, public water systems, and connections to state roads. For a state permit from the Rhode Island department of transportation, a letter evidencing the issuance of such a permit upon the submission of a bond and insurance is sufficient, but such actual permit shall be required prior to the issuance of a building permit.
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Municipal Technical Assistance Program:




