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Transit-Oriented Development			
Due to the options available to the municipality to implement this program the text here is provided in black as guidance materials for consideration.
GUIDANCE DOCUMENT
RIGL § 45-24-77 of the Zoning Enabling Act has been amended to permit municipalities, at their option, to be certified by the Executive Office of Housing (EOH)[footnoteRef:1] so that developers may apply for funds for residential development in designated zoning or overlay districts.   The legislation establishes a pilot program that authorizes EOH to promulgate rules and regulations consistent with the statute that establishes: [1:  At the time of the original drafting of the statute the name of the Executive Office of Housing (EOH) was the Department of Housing. It has since been changed and is referred to in this guidance document consistently as EOH.] 

A. The criteria to qualify for consideration into the pilot program will include:
1. For municipalities to apply to have zoning districts certified into the program, an established zoning district or overlay, or other provisions that provide for high density residential development, and the easing for dimensional restrictions and parking requirements for such development; and 
2. For developers to qualify for funding through the program, that the project includes some portion of the residential units in the development to be affordable housing; 
A. The process for the application, and submission requirements for municipalities to apply to have zoning districts certified into the program and for developers or municipalities to apply to receive funding. 
B. The process for acceptance into the pilot program; 
C. Reporting requirements for municipalities accepted into the pilot program; and 
D. Penalties for lack of compliance with the pilot program regulations.
In order to qualify for funding through the pilot program, in additional to the rules and regulations to be promulgated by EOH, the development must include developable land or properties that is within a one-quarter (¼) mile radius of a an existing or planned regional mobility hub or a one-eighth (⅛) mile radius of an existing or planned frequent transit stop as such terms are defined in the 2020 Rhode Island Transit Master Plan or its successor document.
Municipalities that are interested in participating in the pilot program and meet the applicability requirements should monitor the process for the promulgation of rules and regulations by EOH.  As of the issuance of this guidance document, EOH, released proposed rules and regulations on November 18, 2025, accepted comments through December 18, 2025, and expects to finalize the rules and regulations in early 2026.   
Annual Report of EOH including dates for comment period and expected date for finalizing rules and regulations:
Departmental Reports | Executive Office of Housing (use the drop down menu to navigate to Transit Oriented Development where you can download the 2025 Transit Oriented Development Pilot Program Report)
Draft rules and regulations: REG_13415_20251118142757240.pdf
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Municipal Technical Assistance Program:




